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A Letter from the NEWS President 

 
Dear NEWS friends, 
 
This has been a challenging winter both in terms of health and weather.  I can see the light at the 
end of the tunnel at this point (I think it’s the sun), so life is good.  I am also excited about our 
roster of teachers for NEWS 2019. We have folks coming from far and wide, some newbies and 
some repeats.  I am sure you will be impressed with the offerings, as well. 
 
Claudia Spaulding has graciously agreed to take over the scholarship chair after the passing of 
John Yeck last August.  Mary Roche has taken over Housing and Meals for registrants.  Our 
Board is off and running with plans for the brochure which will be entirely on-line this year for 
the first time.  We are also making major changes to our website, thanks to the efforts of Susan 
Targove, Claudia Spaulding, Kathy Tappan, and Elaine Palmer.  We are taking precautions that 
registration goes smoothly this year.  I believe there will be a two-week trial period before 
registration is open to attendees. 
 
As always, we are looking for volunteers to do specific jobs to help to make this conference 
come together well. In particular, we need someone to serve as Webmaster.  Kathy Tappan is 
ready to move on to other ventures in her life and welcomes a successor.  We don’t expect the 
new webmaster to build the new website, but if anyone would like the challenge, I am certain the 
committee would welcome the assistance. 
 
The other job we are looking to fill is that of Publicity.  We need someone to place ads in 
Handwoven and SSD announcing our conference and to do local (New England wide) 
advertising.  Please contact me if you would be willing to take on either of these tasks. 
(chouse26@gmail.com). Your help will be most appreciated. 

 

 



NEWSLetter Spring/Summer 2018 
 

2 

Finally, we are planning to have desserts and musical accompanist during “Shop-‘Til-You-Drop” 
on Friday evening and a special dinner on Thursday evening with an accompanying program.  It 
won’t be a barbeque as we have been rained out for the past few years, but it will be fun. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you all, 
Chris House, President 
NEWS 2019 
 
 

Sample Guidelines for NEWS 2019 
 
All guild members are encouraged to start to think about and to weave items for the NEWS 2019 
Fashion and Gallery shows. 
 
As a reminder, woven samples with draft sheets are strongly encouraged for inclusion in the 
archives of the NEWS Traveling Library. 
 
Samples should be:   
(1) size of between 3”x3” to 6”x6” or, if the warp is very narrow, selvage to selvage x 6” long  
(2) finished on all sides  
(3) samples should include all handwoven fabrics used in the piece   
(4) If no woven sample is available then a 6” sample of all materials used may be submitted 
(5) the sample(s) must be tagged with the entry number.   
(6) woven samples are not required for split-ply braiding, basketry, or tapestry. Instead the   
weaver should submit 6” pieces of all materials used.  
(7) a digital image of the piece is mandatory. 
 
Be sure to put enough extra warp on the loom to accommodate the sample. 
 
 
Social media 
 
NEWS is on Facebook.  Continue to chat with your friends from NEWS 2017.  Use it to talk 
about what you’re weaving or to get input on a problem.  Post that you have equipment for sale 
or are looking for a loom for sale or to borrow.  Share sources on a weave structure or technique 
or an exhibit.  Keep the fun going by staying in touch! 
 
Sample Donations for the Beginning Weaving Class at NEWS 
 
We still have another year of weaving before NEWS 2019!  Remember to make an extra draft 
sheet with samples for the NEWS Beginning Weaving class.  This small effort can make a big 
impact on future weavers.  Guilds!,  place a collection box at your regular meetings and send the 
drafts to Jayne as a guild.  Drafts can also be saved by you and brought to NEWS or can be 
mailed in advance to: 
 
Jayne Flanagan, Past President NEWS 2003 
6 Ottawa Woods Rd 
Scarborough, ME  04074 
jhfpf@maine.rr.com   
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Special Interest Groups 
 
TWIST, Tablet Weavers’ International Studies and Techniques, is a volunteer-run organization that 
promotes and supports tablet weaving all over the world. Also known as card weaving, tablet weaving 
requires little equipment, yet it offers weavers the flexibility to produce remarkably complex pieces.…  
 
To find out more information about TWIST, please go to http://www.tabletweavers.org/ 
 

Cross Country Weavers, which began in 1957, is a group of 30 weavers who, each year, weave 
samples for each other and for two traveling notebooks, which are sent to people and groups when 
requested.  At year-end, one notebook is sent to the Handweaving Museum in Clayton, NY and the other 
to the University of Mass-Dartmouth Textile Department in New Bedford, MA. 
 
Assignments are decided at NEWS for the following two years, usually alternating a color assignment 
with a particular weave structure.  When there is an open position in the group, a new member is 
recommended by two current members. 
 
Complex Weavers is dedicated to expanding the boundaries of handweaving, to encourage weavers to 
develop their own creative styles, to inspire through research, documentation, and the sharing of 
innovative ideas. We challenge our skills and imagination by sharing information and innovations with 
our fellow weavers – both directly and through our study groups, Seminars, Journal and biennial 
exhibition, Complexity.  https://www.complex-weavers.org 
   
Tuition Grants 

 
The article below fulfills a requirement of a recipient of a 2017 NEWS Tuition Grant.  

 
Tapestry:  BEYOND 101 AND BEYOND 

By Beverly Lunan 
 
“Bev, you’ve got to sign up!” said my Massachusetts friend and former weaving instructor when 
the NEWS 2017 schedule was released.   
 
The workshop she was referring to was Kathe Todd-Hooker’s Tapestry: Beyond 101.  Pam 
knew that after moving to Charleston, SC, I had joined the Palmetto Fiber Arts Guild with its 
small weaving study group and was feeling the frustration by not having a large reservoir of 
experienced weavers to turn to for help.  The study group had been laboring to learn tapestry 
from books and You Tube with no one to give hands-on instruction.  Disappointment and 
frustration were plentiful, but here was a solution.  Here was a way I could increase my skills 
then show the rest of the group what I learned. 
 
As one of the workshop students stated, “The first 30 minutes made the whole class 
worthwhile!”  Kathe’s knowledge and experience was evident within those first few moments.  
While helping us set up and checking all our looms, she showed us a simpler way to twine.   She 
continued explaining different types of looms and stressing the need to know and understand our 
tools so we could use them properly.  The point was driven home when we all held up our 
wooden beaters only to discover they were all actually combs: excellent with the softer fiber of 
Navajo weaving but not so good for European tapestry.   
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What we needed were the weighted metal Middle Eastern beaters or the weighted fork beaters 
that struck and beat down the fiber differently.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Next, the bobbins:  their history, winding and use.  Even bamboo skewers from food markets got 
in the act. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The fibers she had brought for us to use were introduced and how to prepare them for weaving 
was demonstrated.  Four or five strands of finer yarn were to be used together rather than the 
fatter, multiple ply yarns seen on You Tube and in books. 
 
Tools taken care of, we finally prepared to weave.  Kathe emphasized the reason she strongly 
suggested securing the beginning and ending of each thread with a pigtail.  Her experience 
restoring tapestries had shown her the need for this as people often vacuum a tapestry not 
realizing they are pulling out threads. 

Wooden comb best used in Navajo 
weaving and Kathe’s adaption of 
Middle Eastern beater for European 
tapestry weaving. 
 

 

Weighted antique forks used as beaters 

 

A plethora of bobbins 
were available to try 
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I had labored to learn blending from books back in Charleston.  Following the books, to blend 
colors I had woven several rows of color A then pulled apart the plies of colors A and B, dropped 
one strand of A and added one of B.  After several rows, dropped a second ply of A and added 
two of B, several rows later finally weave with just B.  This involved many unwanted knots and 
tangles and the results were poor.  Kathe’s several strands of single ply fiber was not only easier 
but produced a much better effect.  The concept is also applicable to embroidery floss and other 
types of fiber we might choose to use.  
 
A common problem is the drawing in of the sides of a piece.  Kathe showed us how to correct 
minor pulling in by re-twining a small area at the problem site and directly across from the 
problem.  When the tapestry is done, this twining can be removed and the fiber will fill in the 
area and the selvedge will be straight.  Or when warp threads pull too close together causing the 
crooked selvedge, a combination of pushing the warp threads toward their proper place and not 
bubbling/bubbling will help put the warp back in place. 
 
Hatching with the intent to move the colors not only vertically but from left to right was a 
familiar skill.  Hatching as a method of blending colors was also demonstrated and tried.  All the 
while, we were encouraged to look at others’ work and the many samples available to see how 

these effects can be used. 
 
Geometric shapes and outlining them was 
demonstrated using both soumak and lacing.  
Then the sewing on and using of a cartoon 
was demonstrated.   We drew a cartoon with 
two spirals and started to weave them, one 
with soumak and the other with lacing.  The 
use of soumak to add dimension and detail 
was also modeled and examples shown. 

 

 

 

 I’ve stitched on the cartoon and 
prepared to practice soumak on the 
left spiral and lace the right one. 
                        (right) 

 The beginning of my hatching sample 
                         (above) 
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Finally, scale, format, and Kathe’s method of designing a tapestry were discussed and again 
many samples were used to illustrate the concepts. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Kathe demonstrated outlining squares 
within and overlapping using soumak. 
 

 

  Kathe used soumak to add fine 
details to the tree branches

Kathe’s two tapestries are identical 
except for the scale. 
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So much was explained, demonstrated, and practiced; we all went home exhausted but 
invigorated.  Kathe’s personality kept the mood light and interesting while she constantly helped 
each and every person.   
 
History, politics related to tapestry, and the reasons behind a method were sprinkled liberally 
throughout the days.  Questioning was encouraged and she patiently repeated how to do 
something as many times as an individual needed.   
 
After going to the workshop, tapestry weaving is much more pleasurable.  Once I’m more 
proficient in the many techniques, I’ll design and make another sampler illustrating each skill, 
which I can then use as a visual aide in planning projects.   At the August meeting of the 
weaving study group I will demonstrate what I learned.  Later, in the fall, I will give a summary 
of the workshop and show my samplers to the entire guild.  Ideas for tapestry projects are already 
swirling in my head. 
	
	
	
	
NEWS Executive Board, 2017–2019 
 
 
President  First Vice President & Program  
Christine House 
 (603) 357 - 4946 
chouse26@gmail.com 

Liz Zocchi 
Lzocchi@comcast.net 
 

 

 
 
Co-Second Vice President & Facilities 

 
 

Donna Pratt 
 (802) 917 - 4760  
donna-pratt@outlook.com 

Claudia Gibson 
  
 

  

 
 
Corresponding Secretary 
Diana Frost 
 (603) 868 - 7465 
dianabfrost@gmail.com 

 
 
Treasurer 
Carole Elliott 
(603) 960 - 0262 
carole@kematrans.com 

 
 
Recording Secretary 
Linda Rhynard 
 (401) 258 - 7577 
lrhynard@yahoo.com 
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NEWS Committees 2017-2019 
 

 

Advisory 
Mary Roche 
 (860) 918 - 0600 
mary.roche@eversource.com 

Awards  
Sharman French 
(860) 919 – 5988 
sfrench1@comcast.net 

 

Awards Show Presentation 
Kathy Eklund 
eklundkathy@gmail.com 

 

Commercial Exhibits 
Linda Rhynard 
 (401) 258 - 7577 
lrhynard@yahoo.com  
 

Housing & Dining  
Mary Roche 
(860) 918 – 0600 
mary.roche@eversource.com 
 
 

Resource Guide 
Judith Shangold 
(781) 402 – 0191 
judith@judithshangold.com  

Graphics 
Sue Taube 
sue@taube-violante.com 
 
 
NEWSletter Editor 
Deborah Adamczyk 
 (413) 436-5618 
djadamczyk@comcast.net 
 

 
Scholarship 
Claudia Spaulding 
(203) 631-2202  

cbspaulding@gmail.com 

Historian 
Linda Snook 
 (508) 446 - 1931 
linda.c.snook@gmail.com 
 
Registration Brochure 
Elaine Palmer 
(413) 835 - 1784 
elainespalmer@comcast.net 
 
 
Seminar Registrar 
Susan Targove 
(508) 479-3677 
stargove@comcast.net 

 
Tours 

Susan Wright 
weaveallnight@yahoo.com 

 
Traveling Library 
Ro Spinelli 
(508) 238 – 0185 
reilspin@comcast.net 

 
Volunteers 
Joie McKennerney 
(860) 408 - 0096 
joiegmc@outlook.com 
 

Webmaster 
Kathy Tappan 
(978) 263 – 7346 
kathy.tappan@gmail.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Website Committee 
Kathy Tappan 
Susan Targove 
Claudia Spaulding 
Elaine Palmer 
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Guild Responsibilities for NEWS 2019 
 
Faculty Exhibit:      Weavers’ Guild of Rhode Island 
 

Fashion Show Intake & Jurying:    Cranberry Country Weavers 

Fashion Show Intake Chair:   Kathy Eklund 

Fashion Show Hanging & Take Down:   Vermont Weavers’ Guild 
 

Gallery Show Intake & Jurying:    Weavers’ Guild of Boston 
 

Gallery Show Hanging & Takedown:   Handweavers’ Guild of Connecticut  
 

Guild Shows:      Nashoba Valley Weavers’ Guild 

 

Information & Daily Registration:    Weavers of Western Mass & 

       New Hampshire Weavers’ Guild 
 

Jury Secretaries:     Pioneer Valley Weavers   
       Nashoba Valley Weavers’ Guild  
       Cranberry Country Weavers  
 
Nominating Committee:     Vermont Weavers’ Guild  
 

Publicity:       TBD 

 

Registration Packet & Name Tags:   Weavers’ Guild of Springfield 

 

Special Exhibit:      Handweavers’ Guild of Connecticut 
 

Swatches Guild Rotation: 

Spring 2018:  Weavers’ Guild of Boston  Fall 2018:  Weavers’ Guild of Rhode Island 
Spring 2019:  Weavers of Western Mass  Fall 2019:  Pioneer Valley Weavers 
 
 
Transportation of Teachers:    Pioneer Valley Weavers  
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Cranberry Country Weavers  
Rosemonde Spinelli 
South Easton, MA 
(508) 272-4312 
reilspin@comcast.net 

Jan Lyons 
Dandilyons@comcast.net 
 

 
Handweavers’ Guild of Connecticut  
Kathleen Kaliscak 
Seymour, CT 
(203) 640 - 3867 
kaliscak@sbcglobal.net 

Stephanie Slattery 
Hamden, CT 
(203) 288 - 6289 
sjslattery@gmail.com 

    
Nashoba Valley Weavers’ Guild  
Andrew Fielding 
droovonsnapchat@gmail.com 

Susan Targove 
(508) 479 - 3677 
stargove@comcast.net 

 
 
New Hampshire Weavers’ Guild 

 

Marjie Thompson 
marjie@maine.rr.com 

Carole Elliott 
Warren, NH 
(603) 960 - 0262 
carole@kematrans.com  
 

Pioneer Valley Weaver’s Guild  
Patricia Colson-Montgomery 
 (413) 695-7603 
trishcolson@gmail.com 

Elizabeth Greene 
(413) 527 – 8102 
eagreene@charter.net 

 
Vermont Weavers’ Guild 

 

Susan Rockwell 
(802) 728 - 9728 

Claudia Gibson 

srockwellvt@gmail.com 
 
 
Weavers’ Guild of Boston  
Diane Vaughn Susan Haggerty 

Susanbrownhaggerty@gmail.com 
 
 
 

Weavers’ Guild of Rhode Island 
Ginny Walsh 
mvwalsh@verizon.net 
 

 
 
Anne Richardson 

  

NEWS Guild Trustee
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Weavers’ Guild of Springfield 
Susan Wright 
Northfield, MA 
(413) 687 - 4747 
weaveallnight@yahoo.com 

Loris Epps 
Springfield, MA 
weft.epps@verizon.net 

 
Weavers’ of Western Mass 

 

Elaine Palmer 
(413) 835 - 1784 
elainespalmer@comcast.net 

Patricia Colson-Montgomery 
 (413) 695-7603 

trishcolson@gmail.com  
 
Traveling Library 
 
The Traveling Library consists of notebooks of handwoven swatches and drafts. Most of the books contain only 
one weave structure, and some are further divided by number of harnesses. Some are records of fashion shows, 
gallery shows and study groups. All are fascinating.  
 
The Traveling Library notebooks are available for checkout by any NEWS member guild, or any individual 
member of such a guild. You MUST be a member in good standing of a member guild in order to borrow the 
notebooks. Please check with the membership chair of your guild to verify your membership status. 
 
Check out is simple: call Ro Spinelli at 508-238-0185, and leave a message or email her at 
reilspin@comcast.net. Please, when emailing, put "NEWS Traveling Library" in the subject line.  Ro will mail 
the notebook to you. The borrower pays postage both ways and may keep the notebook for up to 3 months 
(except that all books must be returned prior to the biennial NEWS seminar). 
 
All members of NEWS guilds are encouraged to submit a sample of their work to the traveling library! Just one 
will do, or submit as many times as you like. You may use the NEWS library draft sheet or any draft sheet you 
are familiar with. Please include the threading and treadling draft, warp and weft yarns descriptions or samples, 
sett used, reed used, and the woven sample of at least 4"x4". Please attach the swatch of actual fabric to the 
draft. These samples are then filed in the appropriate notebooks, so that new examples, new yarns, and new 
colors appear within each weave structure category.  
 
The Library is in need of examples of more than 4 harnesses, in many of the weave structure category 
notebooks. Please think of the Traveling Library whenever you weave! One 4" woven sample with draft sheet 
and information is a great way to share your work and have it as part of this inspirational library!  
 
Guilds and study groups are also encouraged to make an extra whole notebook for the library of any studies 
group, friendship weavings projects, or guild projects they may do as a group. The Traveling Library exists so 
that a permanent record of your work will be available to other guilds for study purposes and for inspiration!  
 
To submit a draft and handwoven swatch to this Special Library/Traveling Library, mail it to: 
            Rosemonde Spinelli 
            NEWS Library 
            79 Kilsyth Road 
            South Easton, MA 02375 

 
All sample notebooks are available to borrow for up to 3 months, EXCEPT the Notebooks of the entries for the 
NEWS exhibits. These Seminar Exhibition Books are available to view at the NEWS seminar, or by special 
arrangement with Ro.  If you would like a Traveling Library listing and rules for borrowing, please email Ro 
and please put NEWS Traveling Library in the subject line. 
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Subscription Information 
 
The NEWSLetter is published electronically twice yearly. Electronic subscriptions are free and 
available to all. Weavers who attended NEWS 2017 and who do not have an email account are eligible 
to receive the NEWSLetter by US mail. 
 
For issues regarding NEWSLetter distribution (including adding or removing your email from our 
distribution list), please contact Susan Targove (stargove@comcast.net). 
 
 Submissions are welcome and/or for questions/concerns regarding the content of the NEWSLetter, 
please contact Debbie Adamczyk (djadamczyk@comcast.net). 
 
News from Our Guilds 
Cranberry Country Weavers 
www.cranberrycountryweavers.com 
 
We meet at the West Bridgewater Public Library, West Bridgewater MA. Our meetings are on the 
third Wednesday of month, from September to June, excluding December.  The meetings consist of a 
business meeting and an educational program or hands-on workshop         about a technique of 
handweaving or project. We meet from 10:00am- 2:00, sometimes, 3:00PM.    We welcome everyone, 
from beginners to professionals.   For further information, please consult our website.   

 
Handweavers’ Guild of Connecticut 
www.handweaversguildofct.org 

 
The Handweavers' Guild of Connecticut invites handweavers, spinners and other fiber artists from all 
levels of experience to exchange ideas and share knowledge, to encourage and educate, to stimulate 
creativity and to challenge their abilities in fiber art techniques.  
The Guild meets five times a year on the third Saturday of the month, bimonthly from September 
through May. All meetings are held at The Congregational Church of South Glastonbury, located at the 
intersection of Main & High St. in S. Glastonbury, CT. 

09:00 - 10:00 
am 

Delicious Snacks available (please bring you own mug), Sharing Exhibit, Library, 
Weftovers, Vendors (at most meetings), New Member Orientation 

10:00 - 11:45 
am Workshops (Open and Mini's) 

11:45 - 12:30 
pm Lunch (brown bag and/or purchase), Library, Weftovers 

12:30 - 1:15 
pm HGC Business Meeting for all members, Show and Tell 

1:15 - 2:30 pm Program Speaker 

2:45 - 3:30 pm HGC Board Business Meeting 
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Maxi Workshops usually are scheduled two to three times a year, generally one or two days before a 
state Guild meeting. 
 
Mini Workshops are held from 10:00 to 11:45 a.m.  For most workshops, the fee is $10.00.  If the 
guest speaker gives a mini, the fee is $12.00. Members are advised to register ahead 
by email.  Members and non-members may also register at a meeting.  
 
Open Workshops are held in the meeting room from 10 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. at each meeting.  Taught 
by individual guild members, they are free and open to all members and guests. 

*Many of the workshops, particularly the maxis, fill very quickly. It is recommended that you 
register straightaway. 
 
 
Nashoba Valley Weavers’ Guild 
www.nvwg.org 
 
We are a small, friendly group of weaving enthusiasts local to Middlesex and Worcester counties and 
just 12 miles from the New Hampshire border. 
 
We usually meet in the evening on the fourth Tuesday of each month from September until June. We 
meet at The Fiber Loft, 9 Mass Ave (Rte. 111) in Harvard, MA. Refreshments, shopping, and browsing 
in the Guild library starts at 7 pm and the meeting starts at 7:30 pm with a brief 
business meeting followed by the evening's program. 
 
Guests are always welcome!  For more information, visit our, newly-refurbished, website. 
 
New Hampshire Weavers’ Guild 
www.nhweaversguild.org 

 
The New Hampshire Weavers Guild meets on the third Wednesday of September, October, November, March, 
April, and May at the Kimball-Jenkins School of Art Estate, 266 North Main Street, Concord, NH  03301 
 
We welcome all weavers, beginner to advanced, to experience the joy of meeting like-minded individuals and 
expanding our horizons.  See our website for program details. 
 
 
Pioneer Valley Weavers 
www.pioneervalleyweavers.org  
 
Our Mission Statement: 
To educate, inspire and foster excellence in the weaving community. 
To stimulate a broader appreciation of the fiber arts, by the public. 
To maintain an atmosphere of friendship and acceptance. 

 
Pioneer Valley Weavers’ meets the second Tuesday from September through June, at Webs in 
Northampton, MA.   Pioneer Valley extends sincere Thanks! to Webs for their 
continued support of our guild, its members and programs.  Monthly meetings include 
social time and snacks, Show and Share and a formal program.  The exceptions would 
be December and June, which are more social than formal.  For more information contact 
guild.chair@comcast.net. 
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We’ve just finished our guild year and look forward to the Upcoming 2018-2019 Programs: 
 
 September 12th    Mini Workshops – Upcycling Leftover Woven Fabrics 
 October 9th         Mihoko Wakabayashi:  Saori Way of Making Cloth 
 November 13th   Sherri Miller:  “Confessions of a Weaver” 
 December 11th     PotLuck and Yankee Swap       
 January 8th          Becky Ashendon:  Drawlooms 
 February 12th       Lynn Harper:  Weaving with Handspun Yarns 

March 12th          Muffy Young:  A Career in Weaving 
April 9th              Joan Kariko:  Integrating the Refugee Community through weaving 
May 11 and 12    Spring Workshop – Lisa Hill:  “Off the Grid” 

 May 14th     Lisa Hill:  “Off the Grid” Combining weave structures 
 June 11th              Potluck  
 
Visitors are welcome.  Membership dues are $25./year.  Please join us! 
 
 
Vermont Weaver’s Guild 
http://vtweaversguild.org 
 
The Vermont Weavers Guild is a non-profit educational association. Its purpose is to increase technical 
proficiency and artistic experience by providing a well-rounded educational program, to promote and 
maintain high standards of weaving, as well as related fiber arts, to share our knowledge and ideas and 
to bring together hand-weavers.  
 
Meetings are held monthly on Saturdays (usually 2nd Saturday) in September, October, November, 
February, March, April and May at the Kimball House, Randolph, Vermont.  See our website for 
program details. 
 
Workshops are open to members of other guilds, if space is available.  
 
 
Weavers’ Guild of Boston  
www.weaversguildofboston.org 
 
The Weavers' Guild of Boston continues to promote hand weaving, among seasoned and novice 
weavers, as it has for over 90 years. All are welcome to attend the daytime gathering starting at 10 
am on the second Wednesday of September through November and February through May at the 
Westborough Congregational Church.  Morning workshops are offered throughout the year and an 
extensive library is available. Afternoon speakers follow a short business meeting. For more 
information on the guild including its rating program, please visit our website. 
 
Weavers’ Guild of Rhode Island            
www.wgri.org 
 
The 2017-2018 program year for the Weavers’ Guild of Rhode Island was exceptionally memorable. 
We celebrated our 70th year as a guild, in high style.  On Oct. 20, 2017, we held a luncheon at the 
North Beach Clubhouse, which is on the beach in Narragansett, RI. The weather was warm and sunny, 
giving the weavers a chance to socialize outside on the large deck. 
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We were honored to receive Certificates of Accomplishment from U.S. Senator Jack Reed, and from 
Governor Gina M. Raimondo. 
 
For our 70th anniversary year, the guild established two awards: The Norma Smayda Guild Leadership 
Award and the Antonia Kormos Weaving Award for Excellence in Weaving, Dyeing and Color. We 
were honored to have both Tony and Norma at the luncheon. 
 
Many volunteers made the event happen: Mary Brunell and Norma Smayda were the event organizers. 
Woven-style earrings were party gifts; each table had flowers from the garden of and arranged by 
Deanne Gregson-Shaw.  Colorful fascinators were made, by Sally Rianhard, for everyone. Many 
Rhode Island and area vendors donated gifts for door prizes. Margaret Moone made us all laugh with 
her personal history of weaving fashion show. 
 
Besides our luncheon, we continued our 70th Anniversary Year with a lineup of interesting programs: 
Showcasing Your Weaving in Cards and Simple Books, presented by Judy Kinzel & Janet Cooper. 
Forgotten Weaves, presented by Marjie Thompson. 
Placemats, Runners, and Towels, presented by Norma Smayda. 
"Why Use One Color When 20 Will Do?" Photo Inspiration for Creating an Original Warp, presented 
by Barbara Herbster. 
Weaving Fabric for Garments: Getting Started, presented by Manon Pelleter & Judy Schaefer. 
 
As a small guild, we made ourselves proud at NEWS 2017. Our special exhibit, featuring three Rhode 
Island Master Weavers: Norma Smayda, Tony Kormos, and Jan Doyle, was well-received. Manon 
Pelletier won First Prize, Fashion, for her tunic/blouse; Judy Schaefer won Second Prize for her tunic.  
Lisa Geigen won Second Prize, Gallery, for her table runner called Lisa’s Surrender.  Our guild table’s 
theme was “boas, bonnets and bags,” and showcased a woven snake (a “boa”).  Lisa Geigen 
volunteered as Recording Secretary for the Fashion Show; Carolyn Goodrich recorded for the judges 
of the Gallery Show. 
 
We are looking forward to seeing all of our friends from the New England guilds at NEWS in 2019, 
where we will be heading up the Faculty Show and certainly volunteering and participating in many 
events. 
 
For our 2018-2019 program year, we continue to offer educational and hands-on programs. We will be 
launching a new Web site soon. Our site will remain: www.wgri.org. 
 
 I’d like to share some wisdom that appeared in our first newsletter, in 1948. It was written by Lea Van 
Puymbroeck Miller, Assistant Professor of Design, University of California at Berkeley and could 
have been written today: 
 
“Weaving, one of the oldest of human undertakings, is perennially new, because it reflects in each 
generation, the needs, the techniques and the artistic impulses of the particular period which brought it 
into being.  The weaver of today has greater possibilities than ever before because of the 
unprecedented abundance of materials that are available. The Weavers’ Guild Rhode Island has a 
challenging opportunity to explore new avenues of self-expression on the loom.” 
 
We hope to meet the challenges of continuing the guild’s work for another 70 years, and beyond. 
 
Janet Cooper 
President, Weavers’ Guild of Rhode Island 
2016-2018 
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The Weavers’ Guild of Springfield 
Website:  www.weaversspring.com          E-mail:  weaversspring@gmail.com 
 
The Weavers Guild of Springfield meets usually (but not always) on the first Saturday of each month, 
September - May.  Meetings are held at the Community House in Longmeadow, MA located at 735 
Longmeadow Street.  Our typical format is as follows:  

! The morning program runs from 10:00 AM to noon.  
! We eat lunch and hold our business meeting from noon to 1:00 PM. 
! The afternoon program runs from 1:00 to 3:00 PM. 

This year our study group is examining The Recipe Book, by Mary Meigs Atwater.  Our guild also 
demonstrates weaving throughout western Massachusetts at the Massachusetts Sheep and Wool 
Festival in Cummington in May, The Scottish Festival at Look Park, Northampton in July, the 
Shelburne Grange Fair in August, Hatfield Old Home Days in October and the Conway Festival of the 
Hills in October.  At each of these demonstrations, small table looms are available for children and 
adults to try weaving.    
 
Weavers of Western Mass 
www.weaversofwesternmass.org 
 
Weavers of Western Mass meet on the 4th* Wednesday of the month, September through May with 
the exception of December.  The guild meetings begin with social time at 12:30 pm, business meeting 
from 1 - 1:30 pm, and the monthly program from 1:45 - 3:15 pm.  The guild meetings are held at Hill 
Institute, 83 Pine Street, Florence, MA, off street parking is available.  Visitors are welcome to come to 
one meeting prior to joining the guild.  Membership dues are $25 per year.   
 
Along with providing monthly programming, the guild maintains a library and offers workshops.  
The library is open to guild members during guild meetings and arrangements can be made for periodic 
access throughout the programming year. 
 
WWM extends our sincere thanks to Hill Institute for their generous donation of meeting space and 
storage space for our library. 
 
 

Woven Sample  
  
Woven by our member Guilds on a rotating schedule, each NEWSLetter contains a woven sample, 
consisting of a scanned copy of the woven fabric along with the draft.   Below, please see the 
wonderful sample submitted by the Weavers’ Guild of Boston. 
 
Boston’s sample is a 16-shaft Fancy Twill, in silk, from Jacob Angstadt’s His Weavers Patron Book. 
Boston has provided weaving details below: 
 
The original fabric will be available in the NEWS Library, along with a large collection of prior fabric 
samples and their drafts.   (See the paragraph on the Traveling Library for more information.)  
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